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Something a little different:  
 

Does Anyone Understand EBD? 
By: David W. Chamers, EdM, MBA, PhD  

http://www.aadc.org/Articles/ArticlesPositionStatements/91802
.aspx 

Here is an executive summary of this difficult but thought 
provoking article. 

The author refers to EBD as our Ror.schach test : (a type of 
projective test used in psychoanalysis, in which a standard set of 
symmetrical ink blots of different shapes and colors is presented one by one 
to the subject, who is asked to describe what they suggest or resemble.) 

The fathers of Evidence based practice 

David Sackett (David Lawrence Sackett, OC FRSC was an 
American-Canadian medical doctor and a pioneer in evidence-
based medicine) focused heavily on the individual practitioner: 
"Conscientious, explicit, and judicious use of current best evidence 
in making decisions about the care of individual patients." 
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CADC September 
Symposium 

Details and Hotel Amenities  
20 deluxe guest rooms have 

been set aside 
All guestrooms have been 

upgraded to the Deluxe 
Guestroom category 

Room rates are $219/night 
WIFI in all guest rooms and 

meeting rooms 
24-hour fitness facility 

Indoor and outdoor rooftop lap 
pool 

Exterior pool deck 
Daily electronic newspaper 

We	have	one	VIP	upgrade	
available.		Anyone	who	books	
their	room	before	August	23rd	

will	be	entered	in	a	draw	for	this	
upgrade.	

The hotel is extending IHG 
Business Rewards to our 

group where we earn 3 points 
per every $1 (US) spent, up to 

60,000 points 

 

Friday reception at the hotel’s 
Skylounge 

Saturday meeting at Morton’s 
Steak House 

Sunday meeting at the 
Intercontinental Hotel 

Archie Cochrane (Archibald Leman Cochrane was a Scottish 
doctor noted for his book Effectiveness and Efficiency: Random 
Reflections on Health Services. This book advocated for the use 
of randomized control trials to make medicine more effective 
and efficient) the pioneer after whom the Cochrane Library and 
Cochrane reviews are named. 

Gene Glass (Gene V Glass is an American statistician and 
researcher working in educational psychology and the social 
sciences) developed a statistical procedure now called meta-
analysis, which quantifies the measure of effect in each research 
study and allows similar studies to be combined in quantitative 
ways. 

The author takes the subject of EBD (evidenced based dentistry) 
and changes it to “best evidence” with  which he finds faults and 
limitations. 

Fault one: is it a singularity – the very best, or is it an average as 
provided by meta-analysis 

Fault two: is it an invariant – or does it depend on the context in 
which it is applied – the patient, the materials available, the cost 
etc. 

Fault three: Is there sufficient good evidence from “gold 
standard” studies to generate an EB conclusion. 

The author proposes a clever solution to his concerns.  He 
suggests, “Policy based Dentistry”.  It is to convert trends 
supported by evidence into guidelines and to make those 
guidelines mean something in practice?  

He addresses the benefit industry as follows: 

 “The challenging case, especially for the insurance 
industry is the middle ground. Isn't it reasonable for government, 
brokers and payers, and even professional associations to convert 
trends supported by evidence into guidelines and to make those 
guidelines mean something in practice?" 

The author concludes: “Practitioners need to be shown how to 
verify and improve the outcomes in their offices, not told that 
they should practice in a certain fashion because others have 
found it effective.” 

Contributed by Rick Beyers 
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2016 CADC September Symposium Agenda 

Friday, September 23 

5:30 – 7:30 Meet and Greet Welcome Reception 
This reception is held at the hotel after which we will go for 

dinner. Guests are welcome to attend. 
 

Saturday, September 24 – ALL events held at the restaurant 
Morton’s (4 Avenue Road), a 3-minute walk from the 

Intercontinental Hotel 

	8:30	–	9:00	Breakfast	
9:00	–	12:00	Morning	Session	

12:00	–	1:30	Lunch	

1:30	–	5:00	Afternoon	Session	
	 
7:30 Dinner at a delightful restaurant – location to be confirmed. 

Guests are welcome to attend. 
 

Sunday, September 25, Intercontinental Hotel 
9:00 Breakfast and dental consultants business meeting 

11:00 Concluding remarks 

Intercontinental Hotel 
 

220 Bloor Street, Toronto, 
ON M5S 1T8 

 
416 960 5200 

 
toronto.intercontinental.com 

 
 

§ Royal Ontario Museum, 0.0 miles 
§ CN Tower, 2 miles 
§ Rogers Centre, 2 miles 
§ Art Gallery of Ontario, 1 mile 
§ Bloor Yorkville Shopping, 0.0 miles 
§ Distillery District, 3 miles 

§ Kensington Market, 1.3 miles 
§ Chinatown, 0.8 miles 
§ St. Lawrence Market, 2.5 miles 
§ Bata Shoe Museum, 2 blocks 
§ Harbourfront Centre, 3 miles 
§ Toronto Centre Island, 4.8 miles 

Nearby Attractions 
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In addition, he has the distinction of being the first lawyer 
in the history of the Law Society of Upper Canada to 
achieve a double specialty; one in civil litigation and the 
other in health law. He is also the first Ontario lawyer to 
receive a specialty in the practice of health law. 

In private practice for nearly 30 years, in 2000 he was 
appointed the Registrar/Chief Executive Officer of the 
Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario. 

Mr. Fefergard also serves as the Executive Director of the 
Canadian Dental Regulatory Authorities Federation 
(editor's note: this makes him informed on regulations 
nationwide). CDRAR speaks for over 18,000 dentists in 
Canada on professional regulatory issues related to the 
practice of dentistry. 

He has been adjunct professor at Western University, 
Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, and Assistant 
Professor at U of T where he is the course director for the 
ethics program and later appointed as Director of Ethics 
and Professionalism. 

Irwin is much in demand provincially, nationally and 
internationally as a guest lecturer in the area of health law 
and regulation. 

 

Irwin Fefergard, 
C.S., B.A., B.C.L., LL.B. 
Irwin Fefergard is the 
Registrar of the Royal 
College of Dental 
Surgeons of Ontario 
and is the first lawyer in 
Canada to hold such a 
position. 

Dr. Manor Haas 

Certified Specialist 
in Endodontics 

Dr. Haas is extensively involved in 
continuing education with emphasis on 
advanced instrumentation, obturation, 
and the benefits of 3D imaging in 
endodontics. He is a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Dentists of Canada 
and is on staff at the University of 
Toronto Faculty of Dentistry and the 
Hospital for Sick Kids in addition to full-
time private practice. Dr. Haas has 
lectured internationally to numerous 
dental organizations and universities 
on nearly all aspects of modern 
endodontics. He has no financial or 
proprietary interests in any endodontic 
instrument, technique or company. 
   

Symposium Speakers 

Dr. Jaffer Kermalli is a Diplomate of 
the American Board of 
Periodontology and a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Dentists of Canada. 
He is involved in private practice as 
well as being a clinical instructor at 
University of Toronto and an 
Examiner for the Royal College of 
Dentists of Canada. He has 
published extensively on dental 
implants and presented research at 
international conferences. 

Dr. Jaffer Kermalli 
BSc., DDS, MSc, 
Periodontolgy, 
University of Toronto 
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Intercontinental Hotel 
416 960 5200 

220 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON 
 

When booking your room, tell the hotel that you are 
attending the CADC Symposium for the reduced rate. 

Value Pricing! 
All costs are included in your 

registration fee except for your 
hotel room and the Friday 

dinner. 

Delegate Information: 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: _______________________________ Email: ___________________________________________ 

Special Diet Requirements: _____________________________________________________________ 

Registration Fee: 
CADC Member Dentist $300 / Non-Member Dentist $425 / Associate Member $275 

Activities: 

Friday evening reception: q Yes q No  With Guest q Yes q No 

Saturday evening event: q Yes q No  With Guest q Yes q No 

Sunday Business Meeting and Breakfast (CADC members only): q Yes q No 

 
Dr. Rick Beyers 
Unit 7, 1 Olive Crescent 
Orillia, ON L3V 7N5 

Please return this form with your cheque made payable to CADC to: 


